


THE 


On RIS TIAN MONITOR. 


re B2 per Ann.) Printed by joun warrock. ( Paid in advance. 








ate 











— 


vol. 11.| Aechmond, Va.) ‘Saturday, May 10, 1817. [No. 18. 


eee 


— ee ee 


~ ee E DUCATION, No. I. 
Tue subject on which it is ovr purpose to offer some remarks is so 
‘site, that nothing but its tmportance could induce us to call the pub- 
attention to it. And even this would not be a sufficient motive, 
were We Ot pereyenes that in this country the interests of learning 
greatiy ne giect d. At the same th Ae, while this neglect is so fla- 








raut as to attract the notice of even superficial observers; every one 
making the acknowledgement that the diffusion of sound learning 


is of ca cakeble importance, and indeed of indispensible necessity 

r the well-being of our republic. 

While these remarks are made, it is not forgotten that we have in 
this state a J.iterary Fund, which is expected to be very rich; and 
from the judicious. appre ypriation of wv hich, great pub lic benefit is 
expected. It may be so. But we are not sure of it. The fund has 

me nothing as yet; and we donot know that those who have the 
di disposal of it, will ever agree upon any plan of public edtucation,— 
Nor is the apprchension without foundation, that disputes.on this 
subject wu] produce weariness and disgust; and that ih this temper 
of mind, some demagogue will dissipate ‘the whole in soine Visionary 
heme of economy. We would fain hope for better things; but 
blessed is he that expecteth nothing—tor he shail, not be-disap- 


. 
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Some consideration of the subject has produced the conviction that 
learning is ma much lower state im. this comer at present, than in 
former times. And it may not be unprofitable to present, in part at, 
least, the reasons of this belicf.—T his country was settled, chiefly, 
by men who fled trom political and ecclesiastical oppression; men 
whose minds were too enlightened, and whose hearts were too stout 
to yield to the encroachments made by a corrupt court, sad a venal 
clergy. Our forefathers were among the very best, in the nation from 
which they came. And hat brought with them, their le: arning, as 
well as their courage and picty. Many of the clergy who came over 
were men whose minds were as richly stored with various knowledge, 
as those’ of any of their co: stempor: aries. ‘They, moreover;:had been 
placed in cireumstances well ca lculated to afford a powerful stimulus 
to their understandings; and we may be well assured that they ex- 
amined with all care and « iligence, principles for the sake of which 
they were obliged to make the most costly sacrifices. The few works 
which these worthics have left to posterity, exhibit a fair character 
of their powers and attafaments. And although they are written in 
the quaint and tedious manner of the age, they afford proofs of pro- 


found and just think 7" » and laborious investigation, which may well 
shame the sciolists of the present apc. “These remarks, as far as re- 
tes to Intellec tual improvement anu | lofty feeling, apply with prreat 
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exactness to the cavalicrs, that made their escape from Cromwell m2] 
his minions, who under the garb of puritanism and republican pring, 
pies had risen to power, which was imperial in every thing but the rng 

It is principally to the Clergy of former times that we are inde ted 
for the literary establishments which have preserved a se mblance o¢ 
learning in this country. The zeal manifested by them on this <u). 
ject, affords no inconsiderable evidence of their attainments, 7, 
smatterer, and the wholly illiterate, all who have no expericnce of the 
benefits of a good education, will make no exertions or sacrifices ,, 
erect and support literary institutions, 

The remnants of former libraries have also afforded proof to y. 
writer, that the men who used them were of a literary od int Nectus 
stature considerably beyond that of the present races The implemen, 
of literature wielded with ease and dexterity by them, were too por. 
derous for us. 


Vix Zila lecti bis sex cervice subirent 
Qualia nunc hominum producit corpora tellus. 


And here, we cannot avoid expressing the deepest regret that» 
many valuable collections of books should have been scattered, ang 
destroyed; devoured by vermin, or torn up as waste paper. Many 
melancholy instances of this might be recorded; but only one will lk 
mentioned. A copy of the greatest work of the most. literary ay, 
perhaps, of Great-Britain—a work which has long, and deservedly been 
considered by Biblical critics, as the glory of that nation, we mean Wi. 
ton’s Polyglott Bible, was lately torn up by a shop keeper, in a link 
town on James river, to wrap up coperas and alum, pepper and gingey, 
Had the owner known cven his pecuniary interests in this case, he 
might have, in all probability, obtained in Europe one hundred pound: 
sterling, for what was thus treated as brown paper! 

Another fact will be mentioned, not at all creditable to the liten. 
ture of Virginia. Of the few valuable old libraries which have escaped 
the fate mentioned above, several have been bought up in the way 0: 
speculation, by northern booksellers, and sold in their towns. Anc 
thus all, or nearly all of the excellent collections made by our mor 
learned forefathers, have disappeared from among us. And in the! 
place we find hardly any thing but broken scts of Cyclopedias, Re- 
views, popular poems, Novels, and a volume or twe of elegant sc'- 
mons, 

Again, Law, Physic, and Divinity were once regarded, and wer 
constantly termed Jearned proiessions. [t was taken for granted that: 

store of learning, and wholesome intellectual discipline were nt- 
céssary to qualify a man for entering on the study of any one of thes 
professions. Accordingly, Physicians were not bold empiricks, }a- 
yers were not mere pleaders, and preachers were not mere declai™ 
ers. They were men of deep research, of laLorious study. We ha’ 
ao intention of wounding the feelings of any man, or set of men; W¢ 
have no particular individuals, nor sects nor parties in view, whe 
we declare our deliberate opinion that, with some highly honorab!s 
exceptions, the casc is not now as it once wase The writer of this, has 
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:nown Many instances in which a mere sinattering in English Gram- 
mar and Geography, and a few weeks spent in reading Ferguson's 
Fectures, Was thought sufficient preparation for the study of Law or 
Medicine; and it is belicved that professional gentlemen have fre- 
jyently found that Law and Medical Dictionaries were not brought 
joyn to a level with the capacities of their students, and have been 
obliged to write in blank books kept for the purpose, definitions of terms, 
which the pupils could not understand as explained in the Lexicons. 


B iodecd a very respectable Physician tately affirmed, that although he 


ad frequently received pupils into his family, he rarely, if ever, had 
gaund one sufficiently acquainted with the mathematics, and-the vari- 
3 branches of Natural Philosophy, to understand the explanations 
‘sen of the most ordinary functions of the animal economy. As for 
he Clergy, . ; 

* Who will may preach, and what they will.” 


Many honestly think that Jearning is quite unnecessary for them.— 
Some foolishly imagine that all who are called to preach are inspired; 
and some wickedly oppose all efforts to afford to candidates for the 
ministry literary qualifications; justly believing that the more igno- 
rant the advocates of Christianity, the more will religion be brought 
into contempt. 

[It is well known that the Bill for the establishment of primary 
schools, Academics, Colleges and an University in Virginia, was lost 
oily by a very small number of votes in the Senate last winter. Had 
his sclreme succeeded, the question is put to every thinking man in 
the state, could native Virginians or Americans have been found to 
ff the various professorships by law established? As an answer in 
part to this question, ‘a fact will be stated. Some Kberal and patriotic 
gentleman, hot long since, made a donation of twenty thousand -dol- 
ars for the establisment of a Greek professorship at Cambridge, Mas- 
sachusetts. The Governors of the University accepted the donation, ° 
elected a professor, and verv prudently sent him to Europe to qua- 
lify himself for his office! Where should we find professors of ancient 
languages, of Mathematics, of Natural Philosophy, Astronomy, Na- 
tural History, Logic, Moral Philosophy, &c. &c. among ourselves ? 
Where is the man who deserves the name of a Civil or Military En- 
sineer? Where is the Scientific Archetect? 

But there is another view of the subject—A man who has received 
i thorough education, is so imbued with a love of learning, that it 
afords him amusement in his hours of leisure, and solace in times of 
affliction. This remark was made so long ago, and has been so often 
repeated, that it may now pass for one of the dictates of experience. 
But where are the men among us, inspired with this passion forlibe- 
ral learning? In town, gentlemeu when not engaged in business, seek 
company where they expect something nice to eat and drink; and in 
the country, during a rainy day, or in the long nights of winter, they 
dose over the newspapers, or some political pamphiet—And if there is 
here and there one who pretends to rather more than ordinary read- 
ing, he subscribes for the Ediaburgh or Quarterly Review ; and pei 
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haps reads the whole, except reviews of new editions of Lati: hand Gr. 
Classics and of wor hs of science. 


It we descend from this class, to men in humbler walks of life, ». ii" 
shall find a most deplorable ignorance. ‘The experience had by per. T 
sons actively engag ee as distributers of Bibles, is truly melanche}: $0 
Often and often, vithin the knowledge of the present writer, the he 


Word of eternal tr sit has been offered to citizens who confessed thy Ja 
they could not read—And there are many more to whom reading ;, 
a task of great difficulty and labour. There is every reason to be] Sine 

too, that this number is encreasing—that the population of the Sokantes 
is outgrowing the means of information afforded to the people ; ay 
that we are in a fair way to have in this republic—whcere every my 
ought to read and know perfectly the Will of his God; the charter ¢! of 
his libertics; and the laws of the land,—Aye, in this republic WE are 
in a fair way to have what may truly and properly be termed a pi 

pulace—a mere ignorant, untaught, immoral rabble, who will gi 
themselves to the control of any man who will give them a morsel ¢f 
bread to eat, and liguor to drink. 

The evidence need be urged no farther to prove that the interests 
of literature are greatly negle cted; that in this respect we are de ge. 
nerating from the wisdom and worth of our ancestors. It seems t 
me high time that those who have understandings to discern, and 
hearts to feel, should come forth and make a vigorous eflort to effec 
a Revivat of Learninc in Virginia. 

In our next we shall endeavour to point out the causes which haye 
produced the state of things here exhibited. 


Y~ 
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Ht SUNDAY SCHOOLS. 


It is with very great pleasure that we announce the formation, by 
an almost simultaneous movement, of three Sunday Schools in the 
i city of Richmond. The Methodist, Baptist, and Presbyterians hay: 

engaged in this very commendable charity; and we have reason to 
hope that many who were heretofore permitted to roam about ou 
streets and commons, associated with the vilest, and forming habits 
to fit them for the Penitentiary or the gallows, will be embued wit 
the doctrines of religion, anc d the precepts of morality; while at the 
same time they will receive such intellectual improvement, as w: 
qualify them to be useful citizens. And this is not the limit of ov 
! views. We trust that many will by this mode of instruction be macs, 
i. wise unto salvation; and, purified by the grace ot God, and the eff- 
art cacy of divine truth, be qualifed for the employments and joys & 
the just made perfect. 

We have mentioned diferent denominations as engaged in thi: 
i charity—but we hope and believe that no party s spirit will be sufferec 
to insinuate itself here. In New-York, their institution, the most use- 
‘a ful and extensive of the kind in this country, is called the Sunday 
School Union. [t isa common work of love. ‘lhe books used in te acl 
ing are particularly adapted to this state of things. Nothing is taught 
but the universally received doctrines of the Reformation; and thi 
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ung scholars are brought up witha feeling of love to alt Christians. 
jg is as it should be. Tt is hoped that, there wiil be a Union of this 

+ in Richmond; and that the untaught, undisciplined poor, will 
a nereafter bless the charity of the pious who afforded them heavenly 


vastructiOR. ; 
at [ This subject will be resumed hereafter.) 


1 


a act 9999.00 2 

ty MB frtract of a Sermon preached at the funeral of John M, Shepherd, 
id of Hanover. 

«Jt is very far from my intention to pronounce an eulogy en the de- 
ysed. It is unworthy of a minister of the Gospel to flatter the dead, 
, gratify the living. Our duty is to derive from mournful occasions 
like “the present, the salutary instruction which they are well calcu- 
“ted to afford. With this view, and this alone, I offer the follow- 
ing statement. Our deceased friend for a long time, went in and out 
anong yous He was well known in the various relations which men 
\ sually sustain; and it Is not too much to affirm that he dischar ged 
| the duties resulting from them with a dili ligence, a fidelity, and inte- 
; rity not often surpassed. You knew how exe ‘mpl: iry he was asa 
hes how aifectionate as a father; how kind as a master; how 
asa friend—You knew with what strict justice he dischi arged 
is debts to others, and with what charity he regarded the afflicted — 
These neighbours joining in all the expressions of gricf manifested 
‘his nearest kindred, testify in w hat estimation he was generally 
held. Did this wor thy man, looking back on a life of morality so ex- 
mplary, with a self-righteous spirit, depend upon his good works as 
cause of acceptance ‘with God? We know that he did not. We 
snow that he renounced every hope, save that founded on the attone- 
ment and intercession of the Lord Jesus Christ. This was the rock 
of his salvation; and from this he was not moved in the day of trial. 
Faith in the Saviour enabled him to go through the valley of the sha- 
d ow of death without fear; nay, rather with holy confidence. It was 
ais Which enabled him to say * I am now done with this world; and 
I i“™ nothing to do, but to die.” Our friend, when once his consci- 
ence was ‘awakened, and his mind enlightened to discern the holiness 
of God, and the spirituality of his law. discovered that those works 
by which ke had gained the esteem of his fellow-men, were deplora- 
bly deficient in the sight of God; and that he must have a better 
righseousness than his own to entitle him to Heaven. He therefore 
went before God as a sinner, and made the divine mercy in Jesus 
Christ his only plea. P J and grace, we have reason to believe, 
were afforded, and hence resulted that peace of which the Christian 
alone is made partaker. Do we say, “ Let us die the death of the 
righteous; and let our last end be like his?” In dulge, my brethren, 
this desire : and learn from the occasion by which it is now e xcited 
the sure way to avoid disappointment. KReccive himas your Saviour, 
“ who of God is made unto us, wisdom, and righteousness, and sanc- 
tification, and redemption:” ‘ Believe on the Lord Jésus Christ and 
be save a “ for there is none other nathe given under heaven among 
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men, whereby they must be saved” but that of Jesus Christ. ¢,, 
away, then, all confidence in your own works ; 3 and come as “ tinined 
rable sinners” to Christ. Thus will vou live jn comfort, and dig jy 
peace. Were it safe to rely upon any righteousness of cur own, py,, 
of us, perhaps, have so lived, as to have surer around of hope thay 
our deceased friend. If he then was convinced that without a Say iour 
he must perish, surely we ought not to delay for a moment; but now, 
in this day of grace, this accepted time, when heavenly mercy in. 
vites, to enter the ark of safety, that we may escape the impe “nit 
vengeance 

But let none mistake the doctrine here taught. It is as fatal to yp, 
der value, as to over-rate good works. We sver-rate them, » vhen We 
subtitute them in place of the merits of Chris st. We under-value then 
when we are not “careful to maintain” them, as the Apostle Says, 
and to abound in them. In truth, the fruit of faith is the proper evi. 
dence of its existence. And we may easily know what that fruit 
by considering that “ faith worketh by love, purtfieth the he: art, and 
overcometh the world.” Indeed, faith, and the love which 1s cop 
nected with it, are the onlv principles s which ever did, or ever wi 
produce works which God will acknowledge to be good. Faith, whil 
it contemplates the clivine promises, and anticipates the joys of th 
blessed, raises the affections from earth to heaven; suppresses 1 
selfish and sordid passions and pursuits of imen, purifies ed heart 
and calls forth the most powerful opposition to sin in every form. W: 
do not then discard good works. We char: ye men, as the ‘y love the 
souls, not to neglect them; and in the same manner w - warn } 
hearers not to slight the Saviour por suffer any thing to usury nhs 
place. And in domg this, we only say what we verily believe our 
parted friend would sav, could he return from the eternal world and 
address us—This was his dying testimony; and he left it for fe be 
nefit of his children and friends—If they are wise, they will duly re 
gard jt. But this doctrine depends not on ae m authority for 
support. The word of eternal Truth declares, and inthe most solem 
manner enforces it. We neglect it at our p: rif. “ He that believeth 


‘and is baptized, shall be saved—he that believeth not, shall be dam- 


ned.” Be entreated, brethren, to attend to the “ things that belong ty 

your peace, before they are foreyer hid from your eyes.” Let it net 
be in vain that God im his mercy, and by his providence calls you thi 

day.—With lively, obedient faith, regard the testimony of God, and 
clo his commandments, that you “ may have right to the tree of life, 
and may enter in, through the gates into the citv.’. And may th 
peace of God that passeth ali understanding, preserve yourrhtarts and 
minds through Christ Jesus. Amen. 


want COL (1 o—— 


A Plea for Sacramenta? Commutnion on Eatholic Principles—By J. M. 
Mason, D. D.———New-York, Whiting & Watson, 1816. 


_, By directing the attention of our readers to this work we hope (0 
render some service to the cause of Christian charity. The division: 
whith have leng prevailed in the church hove been its standing ! 
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aepxch; and more than any other cause, perhaps, have prevented the 
progress of divine truth. “ Behold how these Christians love one ano- 
cher,” Was the exclamation extorted from ancient Pagans. “ What is 
she reason,” said.a M ahomatan to the missionary Mr. Thom, « that 
F yropeans are al] said to be Christians, and yet they hate one another?” 
The contrast is in the highest degree painful, and mortifying—Nor 
pave the disciples of Jesus Christ in this country lived in such a way 
3s to escape the censure of the follower of the Arabian impostor.— 
vacts might be adduced without number in confirmation of this re- 
mark—-but who requires proof ? 

Christians ot the Presbyterian denomination in these states, are 
ubdivided into several classes, The great body of them derived their 
crigin from the church of Scotland, and are united now under the di- 
rection of the General Assembly, which meets annually in Philadel- 
phia, on the third Monday in May, Another division traces its ec- 
clesiastical descent to the Seceders from the Scottish church. Anda 
third, is derived from the Reformed church of the United Provinces, 
and are usually denominated “ The Dutch Reformed.” These churches 
although separated by a shade of difference hardly perceptible, have 
maintained separate communions, and manifested to each other much 
reserve and coldness, Some years ago, however, circumstances, which 
need not be detailed, led two of these differing churches in New- 
York, to worship for a time in the same house, although at different 
nours of the day, ‘This event brought the members to an acquaint- 
ance; acquaintance generated love; and love produced a desire of 
intercommenion at the table of the Lord. This desire was indulged 
fo their mutual gratification, and profit, But an event so auspicious, 
so worthy of the professed disciples of the Lord Jesys, excited con- 
siderable sensation among numbers who remained undef the influence 
of old prejudices; and called forth pretty strong censures of some of 
the parties concerned. It is only historical justice, however, to add. 
that those who belong to the General Assembly, as far as the writer 
knows, to a man approved of the conduct of their brethren, and re- 
joiced to behold prejudice yielding to the force of Christian love.— 
The temper with which this transaction was received, and the cen- 
sure pronounced on account of it, was the occasion, it is believed, of 
the volume now before us, The principal part of this account is taken 
from the introduction. 

The work itself, in which the doctrine of Catholic Communion is 
defended, is divided into three parts—I. The Scriptural Doctrine— 
Il, Facts—IIL, A Review of Objections. 

The first part is very brief, but very decisive. We cannot, how- 
ever, forbear expressing some regret that the learned author did 
not pursue this part of the subject to greater extent, The rea- 
son of this feeling is, that the fundamental principle on which the 
whole doctrine rests, although explicitly taught in Scripture, is not 
considered according to its importance by numbers of professing 
Christians, The great principle is justly, and briefly stated by the 
author in the short proposition that Tue Cuurcu or Gop Is ONE.— 
The proof of the proposition rests on I. Cor. xii. 12, 14, As the body 
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“«~ O' 


is ONE, and hath many members; and all the members of that one b, 


being MANY, are ONE BODY; 90 also is Christ. For by one si 


ot 


are we ALL baptised into ons. body, whether we be Fews or Gentil; 
whether we be bond or free; and have been at. made ta drink jy; ’ 
ONE Spirit. For the Bovy is not oxE member but MANY. From this | 


passage, compared with the context, the author educes the followiy 
indisputable princliples, as laid down by the Aposie, concerning th. 
natural body: 

“J. That the multitude of its me vi Ts does not destroy its unit 
nor their relation to it as a whole—a// the members of that one bag 
being MANY, are ONE body: v. 12. . 

$6 2, That their union with the body is the foundation of all the ya. 


lue, beauty , and excellence, of the members in their re specuve places, 


Ve 15—24. 
“3, That the efficiency of the members consists in their mutual cr 


Ve 


operation as parts of a common whole—that there should be no Scurs 


in the body. v. 25. 

“4, That from their union with the body, there results, by a « 
Vine constitution, a communion of interests; a sympathy of feel- 
ing, and a reciprocation pr | benefits—that the members should have the 
another: And whether one member suffer, all th 


S2IN€ CaTe One jor G}16 
members 81 per with it; or one member be honoured, all the citahees 


rejoice with it. v. 25, 26. 
‘ The use of this similitude Paul declares to be an iNustratio hel 
the unity of the church, and of the inttmate communion of believers, 


| 


e 
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Now ye are the body of Christ, and members in parti ular.” v. 27.- 
It is with pe rfect justness remarked “ that the principles of this ar. 
gument are general; and of course are gpplicable to every thing which 
tends to cherish among » Christians a party poeta at ye expense of 

weakening the senSe of their union, or of mnterriy pting their commu 
nions as members of the body of Christ t; and we re intended to be so 
applied.” “This remark is supperted by 2 train of reasoning, too com- 
yact to be abridged, and too long to be inserted in our scanty limits, 
‘The results are stated by the author in the following terms: 

“ 4. The body of Christ is one, 

“2, Every member of this body has, by a divine constitution, ut- 
terly independent of his own will, both union and communion with 
every other member, as infallibly as hands and feet, eyes, ears, and 
nose, are, by the very constitution of the physical body, united toge- 
ther as parts of a whole, and sympathise with each other accordingiy. 
$8. Lhe members of this body of Christ have a common and un- 
alienable interest in all the provision which God has made for jts nu- 
triment, growth, and consolation ; and that simply and absolutely, 
because they are members of that body. Therefore, 

“4, The members of the church of Christ, indiv idually and collec 
tively, are under a moral necessity, i. e. under the obligation of God's 5 
atithority, to recognise each other’s character and privileges ; and, 
consequently » not to deny the tokens of such recognition. Sacramen- 
tal communion is one of those tokens: therefore, the members of the 
church of ‘Christ, as such, are wader the obligation-of God’s autho-- 
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ty to recognise their relation to Christ and to each other, by joining 
tom ether in sacramental communion. Nor has any church upon eart 
e power to refuse a seat at the table of the Lord to one whos 
« conversation is as becometh the gospel.” If she has, she has de 
rived itfrom some other quarter than her master’s grant: and foun 
she privilege of communion with fer in something else than a pe ) 
on’s “ having received Christ Jesus the Lord, and w alking in him-” 
tet her look to herself, and see what account she shall be able to 
render of her usurpation.” 
‘The general conclusion here drawn can, with no consistency be ¢ 
i | by Christians who admit that there are other churches besi: 
t P ticular one to which they be long. For * other true church: 
i their right to all church privileges by the very same tenur 
a ret we hold ours: and consequent ly, the members of those chur 
es have the very same right to the table of the Lord, as our ow 
(page 18.) *% The sacramental table-is spread. I approach and | 
fora seat. You say * No.” “ Do you dispute my christian charact 
and standing!” “ Not in the least.” “ Why then am I refused | 
You do not belong to ovr church.” “ Your church! what do you 
mean by your church? Is it any thing more than a branch of Christ 
church? “Whose table is this? Is it the Lora’s table, or yours? Ji 
vours, and not his, I have done. But if it is the La ord’s, where di 
be ac quire the power ol shutting out from its mercies any one of 
his people i ? I claim my seat under my master’s grant. Show me your 
yvarrant for interfering with it.”’ ¢ Page 19. ) 
“The reasoning of which this is a specimen is confirmed by an cis- 
uiry Into tie nature of the sacraments, 
“ Sacraments ar e holy signs and seals of the covenant of grace, 1m- 
ee ae snstituted by God, to represent Christ and his benefi 
ad to.confirm our interest in him: as also to put a visible difference 
between those that be long unto the church, and the rest of the world ; 
nd solemnly to engage them to the service of Christ, according to 
his word.’** 
ee this account of the sacraments to be ecrsp iene, they are 
ae the common property all Christians under the whole heaven. 
“1, % They are signs and seals of the covenant of grace.” Now, 
Lt belic ‘vers, in all ol: ices of Christ’s kingdom upon earth, have their 
are m the mercies of that covenant: therefore, all believers, hav- 
ing the theng signified, have a perfect right to the szgn. 

“2, The y “represent Chirst and his benefits, and confirm an in- 
crest in him.” Therefore, all believers, being partakers of Christ 
i his benefits; in other words, having an interest in him, are the 
proper recipients of those ordinances whose use is to “ confirm’’ that 
nterst to their faith. , 
“3. .“ They put a visible difference between those that belong to 
e chureh and the rest of the world.” Therefore, they who belong 
unto the church of God, who are known and recornise -d as Christians 
have a right to this badge of discrivnii atioit, and are bound to put it 
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* Confession of Faith, chap. xxviii. 
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on and wear it, as they shall have opportunity, in whatever part of 
(God’s church they may happen to be. Consequently, they who so 
narrow the use of this badge, as to make it distinguish not mer: ly thy 
church from the world; the follower from the foe of Jesus Christ; 
but the church from the church, the follower from the follower, the 
friend from the friend of Christ Jesus; and thus to exhibit them xs 
having separate Christian interests, corrupt—not the form and cir. 
cumstances—but: the matter, but the substance, of the holy sacra. 
ments, 

“4. They “solemnly engage believers to the service of Christ ac. 
eording to his word.” Therefore all who have entered into his service; 
and mean to regulate their lives by his word-~and what Christian 
does not ?—have a right to the sacramental encouragement, commen- 
surate with the sacramental oath. Which of them can innocently re- 
fuse the oath? To which of them may the encouragement be inno- 
cently denied? And who art thou, sinful flesh, escaped by thy mas- 
ter’s grace from the damnation of nell, that darest—yes—pDaRresr, 
to keep back from the vow and the consolations of thy master’s table 
any whom thou acknowledgest to be the objects of his love? 

“ Jt results, 

“1. That they who have a right to sacramental communion any 
where, have a right to it every where; and, conversely, that they 
who have not a right to it every where, have a right to it no where. 

“ 2, That no qualification for such communion may, by the law of 
Christ, be exacted from any individual other than visipie Curis. 
TIANITY; i.e. @ profession and practice becoming the gospel, with- 
out regard to those sectarian differences which consist with the sub- 
stance of evangelical truth.” 

It will be necessary for us, for want of recom, to defer the further 
examination of this work until another occasion. The subject is one 
of very great importance. The peace of the church, the honour of 
Christ’s kingdom, and the welfare of souls, are deeply involved in it, 
Those who have carefully studied the scriptures, expect the coming 
of the time when all who belong to the church of Christ, will be 
united as with one heart, in the holy purpose of diffusing the know- 
ledge of the Redeemer, and making known the saving health of the 
gospel to all nations. The signs of the times seem to Indicate the pro- 
priety of such discussions as form the subject of this volume. We 
most sincerely wish that they may subserve the interests of divine 
truth, and promote brotherly kindness, 

_ Besides, it can be no light matter to rend the unity of the church of 
| Jesus Christ; and keep asunder those who should be bound together 
by the cords of divine love. Wherein that unity consists, and what 
/ «As a breach of it, deserves serious consideration. That very crude 
| notions prevail on this subject is obvious from the language ordina- 
rily heard in relation to it. When, for instance, an individual changes 
his religious connections, the common mode of expression is “ He 
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has changed his religion”! as though the various sects among Chris- 
tians, instead of differing in modes of divine service, and unessential 
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S{ediators: or, as though religion consists only in external observ- 
onces. Language, such as this, betrays either ignorance, of which we 

-hould be ashamed, er pre judice and hostility in various denomina- 
tions, st#ll more worthy of shame, “ Changed kis religion !” Is it not 
Christianity that we all profess? Has God more than one church on 
earth? Is there not one Lord, one faith, cone baptism, one God and 
Yather of all’ And are nat all Christians brethren, begotten of the 

ame Father, vedecmed by the same Saviour, sanc tified by the same 
Spirit, nourishe@ by the same “ sincere milk of the word ;” having the 
same spiritual fyicnds and foes, the same hopes and fea ars, sorrows 
and yoy $3 and do they y hot al e xXpecct to form one glorious company 
‘a the heavens, to dwell in the saae everlasting habitations, and re- 
joice forever in the fubacss of the same cternal joy? 
Lo be continued. 
act 99399 Am — 
COMMUNICATED FOR THE CHRISTIAN MONITOR. 
aw Ss. 
Remarks on Pliny’s Letter to Calestrius Tiro. 

EpistoLakyY writing possesses many features that conspire to ren- 
der it interesting. And a happy talent for this species of composition 
is no inconsicderable accomplishment, Jn the familiar correspondence 
of intimate triends who, in addition to respectable literary attain- 
ments, posses a lively im agination and a heart animated by pure sen- 
timent and affection, we are favored with very correct and interest- 
ing exhibitions of human nature, 

The E pistles of Pliny, the Roman Consul, are deservedly admired 
for the spint and clegance which enliven and adorn Alinoat every sub- 
ect on which he writes. They, in general, give a most pleasing idea 
of the learnimg, and talents, and virtues of their author. Yet amidst 
our admiration of him, we cannot forbear regretting that his supe- 
rior mind was not illumined by the rays of “ the brightand morning 
tar,’ which had, about sixty years before his birth, risen on the be- 
nighted world. He had himself seen the invincible fortitude of the 
Disciples of Jesus Christ, and had borne testimony to the purity of 
their lives: that Religion, however, which rendered them superior 
Loth to the vices and to the sufferings of the world, he had deemed 
a depraved superstition. While they rejoiced admidst their afflic- 
sions, he, amidst the honours and affluence of an exalted station, lan- 
guished, at times, under inconsolable distress. 

Corellius Rufus, a friend of his, died ; died, too, by his own act. 
iis death was, in itself, a source of distress; in its manner, of an- 

uish. Pliny makes some just and weighty re flections on the induce- 
‘aents his friend had to endeavour to preserve his life; until he 
should, in the course of Providence, be called to leave the world. 
Besides his self-complacence and high reputation, he mentions the 
tender endearments of a wife, a daughter, a grandson, and sisters 
and-many and faithful friends. “ Still it must be confessed, ” say Pliny, ; 
‘‘that he had the highest reason to determine him to this ‘resolution,” 
bh reer Nation, he means, to forsake his wite and other endeared re- 
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latives and many faithful friends; the resolution to-violate every re. 
lative obligation, every social virtue, and to banish himself, by his 
own act, from all the fair scenes of ‘this world, and to plunge into 
the uaknowis abyss of eternity, where he mis cht, for aught he knew, 

wander a solitary spirit, shrouded in more li midar ght gloom, the 
victim of ceaseless, unav ailing anguish. But ‘“ he had the highest rea. 
son to determine him to this resolution,” and “ the highest reason 
will to a wise man always have the force of the strongest obligation,” 
How melancholy that any man, having such iuducements to live, as 
the friend of the Consul had, should be under the necessity of ki ling 
himself! How dire must that necessity be, how invincible | How sin. 
gular, too, must be the reasons that could render—I had almost sa id, 
this * deed without aname,’ anact ot Heroism! Alas! Corellius Ru- 
fus must kill himself, must become a Hero, because he had received, 
among other patern: il possessions, the gout! Y 

The ties that bind a man to wife, daug rhter, grandson, sisters, many 
and faithful friends, ties “ close twiste d with the fibres of the heart,’ 
are all dissovled—by the gout! This furnishes to a wise man the high. 
est reason for Suicide and Heroism! 

“« Speak comfort to me,” says Pliny to his correspondent; ‘ Speak 
comfort to me, I entreat you: not by telling me that he was infirm ; 
this [ know; but by supplying me with some arguments that are new 
and resist/ess, that neither the commerce of the world, nor the:p: e- 
cepts of the Philosophers.carn teach me. For ali that I have heard, anc 
ali that I have read, occur readily to my mind ; : but are by far too 
weak to support me under so heavy an affliction.” 

While I regret to see this elegant writer inculcate the lawfulness 
of suicide, and commending it as an act of heroic fortitude; I can 
not avoid considering how much the pure principles of Christianity 
would have rectified his sentiments, added an inexpressible energy 
and grace to his writings, and enabled him to shed the enlightening 
and vivifying radiance of his prety on all affected by his influence.— 
The testimony ‘he had left in favour of the pure : and peaceable lives 
of the primitive Christians, reflects much honor on the religion they 
professed and experinced and practised. But what a happy opportu- 
nity was presented to him of becoming a distinguished benefactor of 
mankind, ‘and especially of the household of faith! Enjoying the 
eonfidence of his Prince, and armed with no inconsiderable authority, 
he might have opened a sanctuary for the martyrs of Jesus. He might 
have embraced them in the arms of brotherly affection, and sitting 
with them at the feet of the Great Teacher, learned those lessons of 
heavenly wisdum which would have guided him in the way, not to 
the feigned Elysian Fields, but to the regions of substantial and in- 
terminable enjoyment. 

‘The appeal of Pliny to the benevolence and wisdom of his freind 
for consolation in his distress, was the dictate of native feeli ing; and 
it is the resort of every man of sensibility in a simular situation, The 
commerce of the world and the precepts of Philosophy were entirely 
unavailing; he felt their vanity in the time of trial; and confessed 
his need of+-some superior considerations to console his sorrowing 
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heart. Considerations, however, such as were requisite for this pur- 
pose, were offered only in that mild, unobtrusive and heaven-descend- 
ed religion which he regarded as a low superstition. He had seen 
the unimpeachable rectitude of its votaries, but knew not its origin; 
he had seen their patience and serenity un der the severest suffer rings, 

and he charged them with obstinacy. - Had he approached and en- 
quired into the cause of that resignation and hope which were mani- 
fested on the most trying occasions; the sufferer might have replied— 

“IT see a hand you cannot see, 
“ T hear a voice you cannot héar.” 

« This hand of omnipotent love affords support while the heaviest cala- 
mities assail me; this voice of divine consolation cheers me amidst 
the sorrows of this vale of tears. ‘This hand is extended to snatch 
me trom the crumbling brirvk ‘of ruin; and shall raise me from my 
bed of dust to a seat of honor in the realms of the blessed: this voice 
assures me that my y guilt is cancelled, and my name graven on the 
heart of the King of Saints; and that my enjoyment of his favor shall 
never know a period. I see the hand of my Saviour that was nailed to 
the cross; it offers to me the crown of eternal life; I hear the voice 
of my Saviour that uttered, in faultering accerits, a prayer for his mur- 
derers; it pleads for me in heaven, and it speaks to me in my mo- 
mentary affliction.” 

The Gospel only could have enabled the afflicted Corellius Rufus to 
endure, with the meekness and confidence of resignation, those suf- 
ferings that stung him to the madness of suicide: the Gospel only 
could-have furnished the disconsolate Pliny with that influence which 
he needed, not only to soothe, but also to sanctify his sorrow. He, 
who “was dead and is alive forevermore,” is thre Res urrection and 
the Life of all his Disciples. 

“ In his life 
I see the path, and in his death the price 
And in his great ascent the proof suprenie 
Of immortality.” Pu ILOXALOS. 
ent OOCD000 


WESLEYAN METHODIST IN JAMAICA. : 

[This Society-of Christians, whose zeal affords an es ee As 68 
to other denominations, has made considerable efforts ‘tos promote 
religion among the inhabitants of the W katie | Islands. And in 
the spirit of Christian charity, has pee particular - attention to the 
poor blacks in that region. [n this labour of Tove every benevolent 
heart must wish them abundant success. It is, surely; enough for 
the bodies of the blacks to be held in slavery—tet their souls be 
emancipated from the bondage of sin. Yet the, planters:in the is- 
lands, in many. cases stcm to regard the missionaries wath, jealousy ; 
to misrepresent their. motives, and. oppose thetr progress. It is 
hardly possible to imagine. more-roonstrous crucity than this. We 
can easily suppose circumstances which rod makea man a siave- 
holder, and render it the most embarrassing qi restien in the world, 
what he shall do with his slaves.-Suuch an ne is perhaps-a great. 
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er object of compassion than his bondman.-—But when a master, 
from false notions concerning interest, from love of filthy lucre. 
extends his power beyond the requirement of bodily service ; binds, 
the uiderstanding in chains of ignorance ; excludes the light of hea. 
venly truth ; —- r1¢8 the voice of divine mercy; and prohibits th. 
administration ef such comforts as the gospel affords to the deso- 
late and wretched, he 1s cruel and u nrelenting beyond the power 
oi language to express, We say fa/se notions of interest—beeaus: 
experience has decided the point. The best slaves are christians. 
thee the time that the runaway Onesimus was converted by th. 
nstrumentality of Paul, and sent back to his master, this has bee, 
oars :d to be true. T he writer of this has seen happy evidence of 
the salutary effects of Christianity among his own household ser. 
vants ; and once he had the pleasure of ministe ring to a Christian 
Congregation, in which there were one hundred black communicants, 
many of them able to read, and almost every one tolerably instruct. 
ed in the doctrines of Christianity. The beneficial influence of this 
discipline was acknowledged by the owners of these slaves, and by 
the neighbourhood at large.— A verv intelligent widow lady, who 
possessed a considerable number of them, acknow ledge d that “the 
preachers were more useful to her than overseers.” It must how- 
ever be confessed that appearances are frequently such as to mis- 
lead careless observers. There ts a species of fanaticism, misnamed 
religion, which, when it possesses the mind, produces pride, obsti- 
nacy, self-importance, and, in a word, renders the subject of it, se- 
ven fold more a child of the Devil, than before. But this, instead 
of being 3n argument against attempts to instruct our slaves in 
Christian doctrine, is decisive in their favour—-because, we cannot 








"i prevent these poor creature from holding some form of religious 

i, belief; and surely it 1s not a matter of indifference whether this be 

Ee t true or false. While on this subject, we would again invite the at- 

| a) tention of our readers to “ Scrmons to Masters” lately re-published 

| f by the Rev. William Meade, and for sale by Messrs. Fitzwhylsonn 
eae aad Potter of this City. 

rie We are much pleased to find that the Methodist Brethren in the 


West-Indies have stood up like men against the opposition made 
to them; and have publicly refuted the calumnies cast upon them. 
This will appear from the following memorial presented by the 
missionaries to the House of Assembly, in Jamaica, in November 


last. } 
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JAMAICA. —Hovsr or Assrmuaiy, Friday, Nov. 1. 
A Memorjal of the Missionarics of the Methodists, presented and 


read, as tollows :— 


Jamaica, S. 
“To his Honour the Speaker and the Members of the Honourable 


| House of Assembly, 
, «¢ The Memorial of the Missionaries of the People called Methodists, 
in said Island, 
‘“HUMBLY sHrwetH,—That your Memorialists are in connexion 
with that Body of Religious People in Great Britain, Ireland, and other 
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parts of the world, usually called Wesleyan Methodists, and have been 
appointed to the Ministry of the Gospel by the Authorities of their 
vee nination in England. 

« That the avowed and real object of your Memorialists, and that 
of all the preachers of their connection, is one; and which, m the ex- 
ercise of their functions, they endeavour to promote to the utmost of 
their ability, namely, to re nder their he: arers, im temper and conduct, 
upright and humble Christians. Their design ts wholly unconnecte -d 
with politics ; it is purely moral and religious, and their principles and 
discipline are altog zether on the side of peace and tranquility, being 
absolutely opposed to every thing that would endanger the quiet of 
the land. 

« That your Memorialists are conscious of the most unimpeachable 
integrity and disinterestedness, and are well assured of the useful ef- 
fects of their labours, in the reformed lives, the humble and peaceful 
deportment, of hundreds of their people, as well as by the concurrent 
testimony of many respectable witnesses. 

“ That, nevertheless your Meiorialists feel themselves obliged to 
state that much misconce ption, misre presentation, and censure have 
arisen with regard to the character and object of their mission ; that 
it has been biended with other associations or institutions, and con- 
founded with every description of religious teachimg; and that, in 
consequence, your Memorialists have from time to time suffered much 
opposition in their endeavours to exercise their calling. 

“ That your Memortalists, however, are humbly confident that there 
is nothing 3 in their system of doctrines and discipline, which can jus- 
tify these opinions, and the ‘gonsequent oppositiomthey experience. 
With regi ard to their doctrines, they enforce (agr eeably with the Scrip- 
tures) on the minds.of the peuple, together with the fear of God, sub- 
jection to the higher powers, obedience to magistrates, speaking evil 
of no man, contentment, quietness, and prompt attention to business; 
in like manner they exhort servants and slaves to count their masters 
worthy of ail honor, to be obedient to them, and to please them well 
in all things, not answering again, not purloining, but she wing all fi- 
delity, and a singleness of heart to fulfil their duty, and in re spect to 
their. discipline, they do not recommend or even countenance immo- 
derate or frequent fasting, nor do they hold or sanction any rcligious 
meetings at imp roper hours; they disapprove ot. a regard to dreams 
and superstitious fancies of every kind ; they endeavour to make men 
happy, contented, and industrious, not miserab a ambitious, or sloth- 
ful, being studious to render them fruitful in every good word and 
work, that they may always posed a solid hope of eternal felicity. 

“ That your Memoriaiists are clearly and fully persuaded that their 
doctrines and discipline, with the manner of enforcing them, have a 
direct and poweree te ndency to promote general concord, and that 
there is nothing in their te nets subversive of good order or public 
prosperity ; nor, although the best system may be abused; has @ sin- 
gle instance occurred to our know led ze of their members being con- 
cerhed in any one of the evil design s, or disorderly and dtscontented 
associations, by which the public has lately or af any time been 
alarmed, 
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“ Further, that your Memorialists have been objected to on accoy) : 
the contributions made by their socicties for the support of the mj. 
on, and the nature of their connexons in England : to which they 
pectiuliy answer, that they neither receive nor wish for any thing 
onsistent with the means, inclination, and welfare of any membx; 
their societies, nor have they more than a reasonable and nece. 
provision for food and raiment, and unavoidable contingcncie 
. even this is supplicd them by the stewards of the societies, why 
ive the contributions from the people, and state a regular accoun 
vi the whole, subject to the inspection of the leaders and elders of 
ne societies. With respect to their friends at home, Memorialists re. 
ve no salary or emoluments from them, nor any structions by 
at are usually printed and made public, and are altogether uncon. 
ied with the affairs of Government; nor have they any correspond. 
coce with political parties. In short, they are not influenced, by their 
oluce, duty, instructions, or inclination, to mterfere directly or indi. 
culy with the legislation of the cclony. 
+ And, lastly, that your Memorialists, willing to have their mis- 
sion better understood and appreciated, could cheerfully lay before 
Honorable House, a full and accurate account of the rise and 
progress, the forms and government, of their societies; the nature, 
uilications, appease, aud duties of the offices of their preach- 
», stew ards, and leaders, with everv other particular conccrning 
vucir economy: but they apprehend such detail would be found iv- 
conveniently tedious: Memorialists, however, humbly and confident- 
iy trust that the statement now submitted will be found w orthy the 
attention and entitled to the favourable opinion ot your Honourabic 
House. 
*“ Your Memorialists, therefore, most earnegtly solicit your Honour- 
able House to relieve them ! 





from the unfavourable impression which 
has so long operated against the integrity, good faith, and success ol 
their mission, by indulgi ing them with a greater degr ee of confidence 
and credit than has hitherto been maniiested, and by affording them 
such facility, in the exercise of their Ministry, as to your Honourable 
House may appear reasonable and expedient; for which benign in- 
terference they will feel the liveliest gratitude, and in all their pro- 
ceedings unceasingly study to deserve ‘its continuance. 

“ Joun WIGGANS, 

‘ Joun SHIPMAN, 

“Wm. WHITE. 
« Chapel-House, Kingston, Oct. 31, 1816.” 


Ordered to he on the table. 
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The Juvenile Cent Socicty of Columbia Academy, in Bergen, 

(N. J.) have recently paid tweuty-five dollars to the ‘Treasurer of the 

General Synod of the Reformed Dutch Church, for the purpose of 

aiding the education of indigent Students of Divinity at the Theolo- 
gical Seminary of that denomination. 





